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Y3/4 Autumn  – Save Our World 2019/2020 
Grand Finale: St James Museum & Art Gallery 

Chapter 1: What a waste! 
 
Key Question: How does waste impact our 
local environment? (link to Bradford) 
 
Key Focus: Science, Geography, DT 
 
Trip/visitor: Phill Lowde (Monday 28th Sept bug 
hotel making, building things for school ground) 
BCEP  
 
Hook: Waste detectives: Litter-picking – 
community clean-up at the Beck, hanging 
planter; Greta Thunberg 
https://www.weareteachers.com/earth-day-
crafts-classroom-activities/ 
 
Contribution to Grand Finale: Bags, hanging 
planters, card making with off-cuts of 
paper/fabric,  
 
Home learning opportunities:  
 
Images – seagulls, hedgehogs trapped in plastic, 
foxes 

Chapter 2: Litter bug! 
 
Key Question: What journey does our waste take? 
 
Key Focus: Science / Geography 
 
Trip/visitor: Craig Dyson; zoo visit 
 
Hook: Sculpture making with Craig Dyson out of 
recycled materials. 
 
Contribution to Grand Finale: Scultpures 
 
Home learning opportunities:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Images – sea horses, seals, turtles – eating plastic 

Chapter 3: Helping hands! 
 
Key Question: How can we help the 
orangutans? 
 
Key Focus: Geography 
 
Trip/visitor: (German Christmas Market) 
 
Hook:  
 
Contribution to Grand Finale:  
 
Home learning opportunities:  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Images – orangutans/deforestation 

NC Content 
 

NC Content 
 

NC Content 

Geography 
- locate the world’s countries 

Science – Living things & their habitats Science - Animals including humans 

https://www.weareteachers.com/earth-day-crafts-classroom-activities/
https://www.weareteachers.com/earth-day-crafts-classroom-activities/
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- identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 

- describe and understand key aspects of: 
- physical geography, including: climate 

zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains 

- human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources 

- use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

- use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-
figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

- use digital technologies 
Science – Living things & their habitats 
- recognise that living things can be grouped 

in a variety of ways 
- explore and use classification keys to help 

group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment 

- recognise that environments can change 
and that this can sometimes pose dangers 
to living things 
Animals including humans 

- recognise that living things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways 

- explore and use classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment 

- recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things 
Animals including humans 

- construct and interpret a variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, predators and prey 

DT 
- use research and develop design criteria to 

inform the design of innovative, functional, 
appealing products that are fit for purpose,  

- investigate and analyse a range of existing 
products 

- evaluate their ideas and products against their 
own design criteria and consider the 
views of others to improve their work 

- select from and use a wider range of tools and 
equipment to perform practical tasks 

- select from and use a wider range of materials 
and components, including construction 
materials  

- apply their understanding of how to 
strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 
structures 
 

- describe the simple functions of the 
basic parts of the digestive system in 
humans 

- identify the different types of teeth in 
humans and their simple functions 
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- construct and interpret a variety of food 
chains, identifying producers, predators and 
prey 

Art 
- to create sketch books to record their 

observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas 

- to improve their mastery of art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting 
 

Skills Skills 
 

Skills 

Geography 

 Describe and compare the features of 
places accurately using geographical words. 

 Locate and explain how to find places on a 
range of maps. 

 Describe the location and direction of 
objects and places using 8 points of the 
compass.  

 Describe environmental issues affecting 
areas they are studying. 

Science 

 Observe, describe and compare 

 Group and order observations giving 
scientific reasons 

 Collect evidence/find information to test 
out an idea/prediction or answer a question 

 Measure in standard units 
Art 

 Create a sketchbook with ideas, research, 
annotations, sketches etc.  

Science 

 Observe, describe and compare 

 Group and order observations giving scientific 
reasons 

 Find information to answer a question 

 Measure in standard units 
 

DT 

 Plan and design ideas, and use appropriate 

tools, for a range of purposes and choose a way 

to communicate their ideas. 

 Explain their evaluations and communicate 

how they improved their product. 

 Make a model using stiff and flexible sheets 

and explain how they made it using DT words. 
 

 
 

Science 

 Observe, describe and compare  

 Order observations giving scientific reasons 

 Find information to answer a question 

 Measure in standard units 

 Set up a fair test and explain why it is 
important to do so 

 Draw tables to record observations 

 Explain observations/results using cause 
and effects and scientific facts and ideas 

 Explain what the evidence shows and 
whether it supports any predictions 

 Communicate findings in a variety of ways 
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 Evaluate and refine their own work and the 

work of others 

 Use digital cameras to take photos and 

enhance them using relevant software 

 Explore how artists use colour, shape and 

techniques to convey a mood/feeling and 

then paint their own pictures 

 Sketch using a variety of media, grades of 

pencils, lines, patterns, textures and tones 

 Annotate sketches to explain ideas 

 Create printing blocks from a variety of 

materials and make prints of 2 or more 

colours 

English  

Autumn 1  
Poetry: Kenning  
Non-fiction: Diary entry about Nell Bnak/Phill Lowde 
Fiction: Wall:E  
Guided Reading: Owl Tree  
 

Autumn 2:  
Poetry: Lost words - Magpie 
Fiction:  
Non-fiction: What  Waste (Jess French)  
Guided Reading: Rubbish Town Hero (Nicola Davies) 
 

Chapter 1 – Human Waste – Week 1/2 
SCIENCE – What journey does our waste go on? How does our digestive system work? 
 

Why is it 
important to look 
after our teeth? 
 

- Make your own toothpaste.  www.ciec.org.uk primary resources 
‘Fizzy drinks and tasty toothpaste’ 

- Fair test: My dentist said that some drinks harm my teeth.  Which 
drinks are the most harmful to my teeth? 

- Visit from dentist (aunt Lizzie!) 
- Teeth cleaning in class – get children brushes and paste from 

Colgate??? 

- Photos of experiment 
- Prediction statements, 

volume/liquids using 
appropriate units of 
measurement. 

- Explaining how to conduct a fair 
test (instruction writing), and 
analysis of results. 

 

http://www.ciec.org.uk/
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- Observe, describe and compare teeth – make playdough models in 
pairs. Label types and function of teeth. 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/digestion/in-mouth/  

 

What happens to 
our food once 
we’ve chewed it? 

- Inside a large blank body draw what children think is inside their 
body. 

- Research https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/digestion/  
- Digestive system t-shirt. 
- Model the digestive system – demonstrate and then have a go! 
- Measure the digestive system. 
- Talk through the journey of a grape.  

Write a chronological report about 
the digestive system, as a script to 
read over the stop motion/green 
screen (contact Tim Bleazard). 
 
- Record a film explaining the 

digestive system using 
greenscreen.  

 

How does what I 
eat affect my 
digestive system? 

- Research: how food affects the digestive system. 
-  

Write 10 top tips to keeping your 
digestive system healthy – represent 
as a leaflet, infographic or other 
creative way. 
 

 

Chapter 1 continued SCIENCE – Why do scientists classify living things?  
Week 3 

Enquiry Question 
(What I want the 
children to learn) 

Learning experiences 
  

How will you capture the learning? Key concepts 

What is 
classification? 

- Research https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/primates/  
- Tigtag - https://www.tigtagworld.co.uk/film/why-do-we-classify-
PRM00146/ 

- Dictogloss – DK Find Out – The Animal Book 

Short paragraph to introduce 
primates.  

 

Are all animals 
the same? 

- Observing, describing and comparing primates – could be ‘a 
primate a day’ slot during the weeks. 

- Fact file book, with Top Trump 
cards for the different animals 

Classification 
 
Features 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/digestion/in-mouth/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/digestion/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/search/primates/
https://www.tigtagworld.co.uk/film/why-do-we-classify-PRM00146/
https://www.tigtagworld.co.uk/film/why-do-we-classify-PRM00146/
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- Children to compare 2 primates in detail using comparison grid 
(see Hannah) 

- Children work in groups to find facts about their primate group – 
apes, monkeys, lemurs, lorises and bushbabies 

- DK find out- top trumps- measuring weight and height of 
primates. 

-  

(link to non-fiction writing in 
English) 

Habitats 
Diet 

How can we 
classify animals? 

- Play lots of yes/no games e.g. 20 questions, Magic Box, I’m 
thinking of…, stickers on back/headbands 

- Learn to make branching database using liquorice allsorts, 
children themselves (in hall) children to have pictures on their 
backs. Split into vertebrates and invertebrates, then birds, fish, 
mammals etc. ( Into hoops)  and ICT(Talk to Tim Bleazard) 

- Create an animal branching database 
Create animal game – e.g. top trumps, guess who etc.  

- Pictures in books for initial 
classification games. 

- Children to use own fact files to 
create their own games. 

Classification 
 
 
Features 
Habitats 
Diet 

  -   

Chapter 2 – GEOGRAPHY 
What journey does our waste go on?  
What is the problem with plastic? 
 

What is plastic? 
What is single-
use plastic? 
 
 
 

Classficiation of rubbish. Discuss the difference between single-use 
and multiple-use plastics. 
Look at the pros and cons of plastic. Do we need to use plastic? What 
can be recycled? 
 
https://jointhepod.org/teachers/films/where-does-our-rubbish-go 
http://www.kidsagainstplastic.co.uk/ 
 

  

Where does our 
rubbish end up? 
What damage 
does it do? 

Where is South East Asia? Where is the Phillipines? 
Use maps/atlases/Digimaps to identify the location of these places – 
use directional language to describe their locations compared to the 
UK. 

Outcome: Newspaper report – 
where does our rubbish go? Where 
are those places? (apply English 
skills) 

Oceans 
Southern 
Hemisphere 
Equator 

Chapter 3 - What  

https://jointhepod.org/teachers/films/where-does-our-rubbish-go
http://www.kidsagainstplastic.co.uk/
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Enquiry Question 
(What I want the 
children to learn) 

Learning experiences 
  

How will you capture the learning? Key concepts 

Where do 
orangutans live?   

- Locate Sumatra and Borneo on a range of maps including 
Google Earth. Link to previous work on compass points. 

- Written paragraph describing the 
location of Borneo and Sumatra. 
 

Southern 
hemisphere 
Equator 
Island 

What are the 
physical features 
of 
Borneo/Sumatra? 

- Look at a range of maps of Sumatra and Borneo and analyse 
them for physical features.  

- Tell me time…sections of maps. 

- Written paragraph describing the 
physical features of 
Borneo/Sumatra. 

River 
Mountain 
Lake 
Volcano 
Forest 
Sea 
Coast 
Rainforest 
 

What are the 
human features 
of 
Borneo/Sumatra? 

- Look at a range of maps of Sumatra and Borneo and analyse 
them for human features.  
Tell me time…sections of maps. 

- Written paragraph describing the 
human features of 
Borneo/Sumatra. 

City 
Town 
Settlement 
Buildings 
 

How is the 
environment 
changing in 
Borneo/Sumatra? 

- Research how the environment is changing in Borneo/Sumatra 
using websites, texts and QR codes (with simple facts).  

- Dictogloss – a simple paragraph about environmental changes 
in Borneo/Sumatra. 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-
geography/what-is-climate-change/  
 

- Written paragraph about the 
environmental changes in 
Borneo/Sumatra. 

Deforestation 
Logging 
Destruction 
Decrease 
Forest 
Habitat loss 
 

What is the 
impact of 

- Watch video about deforestation and write about impact.  - Final paragraph about the impact 
of the deforestation on 
orangutans. 

Endangered 
species 
 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
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deforestation on 
orangutans? 

 

 
 
Chapter 3 – 
 

Science –   The Water Cycle  

Enquiry Question 
(What I want the children to learn) 

Learning experiences How will you capture the 
learning? 

Key concepts 

What is the water cycle and how 
does it work? 

Ice – massive block, something in the 
middle - how does it change over the 
day? Bar/line graphs 
Make a water cycle in a bag. 
Water cycle with a cup, bowl and cling 
film. 
 

Observations over time.  
Draw around the ice block  
Observe the melting hand  
Measure the circumference of the 
ice melting.  
Draw line graph. 

 
 

 


