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Activity ¥: Through the eyes of a character

One of the things | love exploring when 'm writing is what must be going on in
a character's mind. Whenever | read great portal stories, | always try to put
‘myself into the shoes of the character, to try to imagine how they must be
feeling as they discover this passageway to a new world. How must Alice have
been feeling as she fell through the never-ending tunnel into Wonderland?

First, think of your character — it’s easier f you base this on someone you
know.

What are they called?

What do they look like?

What sort of a person are they (miserable/friendly/kind/aggressive)?
What do they say?

What do they do?

How do they treat other people?

How do other people treat them?
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Now compose a short piece of descriptive writing based on seeing a
mysterious door through the eyes of your character. To do this, we will use 2
simple opener to drop the reader straight into the action:

Samantha stared. ..
Ali hesitated. ...

‘We will also try to use some of the tools we explored in The Snow Walker’s
Son. Look at this example:
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‘Samantha stared. There, rising out of the cliff, was an unfamiliar
door: its mefallic panels were farnished in rust. Paint flaked off the.
brittle walls that made up its frame and the door handle rattled in
the bitter breeze. Slowly, Samantha gazed all around her, ook a
deep breath and stepped forward.

Here are the tools | used:

« Show the setting through the | Samantha stared.
‘eyes of the main character

(M)

« Descrive the door/portal.(You | There, ising out of the cliff,
may like to use two sentences | yas an unfamiliar door: its

that are coselylirked In metallic panels were tarnished in
meaning and connect them

witha semicolon) st
« Add some moredeta. Paint flaked off the brittle walls
that made up ts frame and the.
door handle rattled in he bitter
breeze.

« Include an adverb tohintat | Slowly,
how the MC feels. Remember,
You can move the position
within the sentence.

« Use the patterof threeto | Samantha gazed all around her,
‘advance the action and injecta ook a deep breath and stepped
sense of pace into your WIitig. | forward,
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% Now Imagine your main characte s walking
along the road when they come across a mysterious
doorway. Describe this through their eyes. Use my
model above to help you.





