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On a voyage

-~ in 30 seconds

2} Longships were open boats, with no cabins. This meant that

% onavoyage the crew had to put up with salty ocean spray, icy winds,
or burning hot sun, during hour after hour of hard rowing. A large
cloth or awning could be put up to shelter the rowers. This could be
taken ashore, along with tents, to set up a camp.

Personal weapons, cloaks, and food could be kept dry in the crew’s sea
chests. Dried or salted meat and fish, apples, nuts, and cheese were
all easily stored foods that could last through a voyage. Fresh fish
could be caught on the way, and shore visits could be used for hunting
or taking on freshwater.

Viking crews didn't have good maps. They often followed.
coastlines, looking out for familiar features such as capes.

ﬁ At sea, they could check currents or movements of birds. They

v also looked at thé positions of the Sun and stars. Raiding in

summer months avoided darkness and winter storms.

‘Although longships were well built, they could still get caught by
gales and giant waves, 5o shipwrecks were common.

_ 3-minute mission Make a wind vane

You need: « tif cardboard « Scssors » Gold acrylic paint
« Paintbrush » Black marker » A wooden stick » Tape.
1. Drawa right angle on the cardboard, with the horizontal

Longships were

opento the weather line measuring 4 in and the vertical one 2.5 .
and the rowing wes 2. rawa curved shape from one tine end £ the other (see
hard. The Vikings drawing above). Cut out the curved shape and paint it gold.
navigated by the 3.When it's dry, use a marker to dra on snakes, lions, dragons,
Sifand star or birds. Then you can tape the shart side o astick and push it

- loosely into the ground. Watch the wind blow it around!
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Voyages could take a
week or two, so the
crew needed supplies of
food and reshwater.

Wing vanes were put a the t0p of he mast to
Show which way the wind was blowing. They
may also have serveq as emblems. to show
which ship was leading th 1
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Walching birds could help
Vikings locate and, currents,
and ishing grounds.

Crews ooked out for andmarks
and the position of te Sun.

Vikings ad to survive on eried
o salled 1009 o tesh rsh it
they coul calch them.





