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Ports and traders

-.- in 30 seconds

Y
7

Viking merchants sailed around northern coasts, selling

and buying goods, in knarrs, which were wide, deep ships with room
for cargo. Viking ports such as Hedeby, in what is now Germany, had
jetties where merchant ships could tie up. Viking traders sailed or rowed
up rivers, too. I necessary, they used smaller boats, which were light
enough to be carried overland, to avoid bends in the river or rapids.

These trading expeditions were set up by groups of karls.
Mostof those who went could farm, row,sai,or fight as well as
hagle for the best deal. The Vikings traded over a laxge ared
of the world, from the ic shores of Greenland, famous for its
valnas ivory, o the bazaars of southwest Asia. They exchanged
goods vith many different peaples, such as Stavs, German and
Baltic peoples, Franks, Anglo-Saxons, Greeks, and Asabs.

Goods could be bartered (exchanged) or paid for with bars of silver.
Foreign coins were soon being used, too. They were sometimes cut into
‘pioces and valued just by the weight of theirsilver. In the 9005 ct, a5
Viking kings became more powerful, they began to make some of their

own coins.
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Vikings traded locally as well as in distant lands.
¥ bartered for goods such as amber, vine, and tin
paid with silver bars and coins.
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