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in 30 seconds

O) Building a Viking ship was very hard work. First, woodcutters
% chopped down trees in the forest They stzipped the trunks of their
Sranehes and then hauled them toariverbank or shoreline- The best

oo o all was oak, bt ash, beech, or ine were usefl,to0-
Siilled carpenterscut and shaped the timbers with axes and

scrapers.

‘Some built the hull, using iron s and rivets. Woolor

el hair soaked in tar was stuffed betweer the ship's planks,
mown asstrakes,to keep ther watertight-

Viking ships were powered by oars and sails. The rowers sat on
wooden chests or on benches. The biggest ships had very long
oars, and a broad steering oar or rudder lashed to the starboard
side, toward the stem.

Large rectangula sl were generally made of woolen cloth. T was
e ked in animal grease and possiby crisscrossed vith sripsofeather
it could stand upto wind,rin,or spray from the sa. Sl could
e colored or stiped. Ropes made from twisted sealskin, horseha, ot
‘plant fibers supported the mast and sails.

3-second
Sum-up

The Vikings built
fist-ate rowing
boats and
sailing ships.

‘Ship shapes
Small rowing boats clled aerings might be usefora
day' fishing. The knarr was abig ship, with some decking
ore (fron) and at (sack). Tt s broad and desp enough
toholdcargo, horses, o cattle. I could beused for
rading osetlement of new ands. Th iest.ship fal
wasthe angsipolngstip. s simandsrariined.
deat orlongsdistance rding.
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These wedges will become
the stip's strakes (planks).

Axes are used (0 make wedge-shaped
euts in tree trnks.

—

The bickbone of the ship is a long timber

The inside of the hull s strongthened
eam called the keal. It supports the hul

wih ribs and crossheams.

Viking ships were made very
skillfully. They were clinker-
built, which means that the
planks of the hull overlapped
each other.

The curved stemis at th front of the ke
i contiects the two sides of the hll.




