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The longship

-~ in 30 seconds

Just how long was a Viking longship? A typical vessel
‘measured about 56 ft and had 16 or 18 oars on either side, with one
‘man to each oar. Some of the later warships were much bigger,
needing a crew of about 80 men. The keel of a warship found at
Roskilde, in Denmark, was 105 ft. It dated from about 1025 ce.

The longship was designed for the open ocean. ts timbers were
strong, but they could bend slightly with the motion of the
waves. The hull was narrow and streamlined. Typical speeds
ranged from about 5 to 10 knots (5.5—11.5 mph). The top
speed would have been over 15 knots (17 mph).

by  Lonoshipswerelight and were o designed for use in shallow
¥ water and rivers. This made it easy for raiders to jump ashore or
& e ship onto a beach.

These ships werealso erfectfo raiding, bt did mot have enough space to
carty much extra cargo. They were not heavy enough to ram other ships
either. For an ocean battl, several ships had to be lashed together to
provide a fghting platform. Shields were sometimes slotted along the side
of the ship for display or protection.

3-second
oy i 3-minute mission Design a longship prow
Longships were The Viings were great woodcarvers, and they iked to decorate
long, narrow, and their best ships. Sometimes the prow of a longship was carved in

light. They were the shape ofa beast, a snake, ora dragon. Is sarting aws may have
goodinshallow been ntended to teriy the enemyor driveaway el piris, ojust
waters aswellason  iMPressother Vikings!You can design your ow scary bastfor a prow,
the dcsan Draw an outtine on craft paper and cut it out. Draw in the detail.
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A longship can be powered by sail or oars.
The crew must be ready for storms, rough

seas, of enemy attacks '
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