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Viking society’ ﬁvidednpinmdiﬂeren:gmupsouhs,
g e ine: Th st Vikng Kings were ot gran
iing n palaces. Theyoften controlled quite small egions. Thei
depended on wealth, success in mrmlkm_m_ng order, and suppory
from thei ollowers. Towazd the end of the Viking Age, kings becayy,
‘more powerful and ruled over whole countries.

Viking noblemen came next and were called jarls (earls). They were
rich and powerfal owners of large areas of land, horses, and ships,
They were expected to send warriors to support their king in battle,

and owned land and houses, while others were poor. Karls might
work as farmers,skilled craftsmen, blacksmiths, shipbuilders, o
merchants. Most of the warriors, seafarers, and settlexs were karls,
Atthe bottom were thralls (saves), who were forced to work
very hard aslaborers or servants. They had few rights. Many
slaves were captured during sea raids. Only a few were lucky
enough to win or buy their freedom.

A\, anll

Most Vikings were called karls, meaning freemen. Some were weits,
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Viking kingdoms
were divided into
three main clagses—.
nobles (jarls),
freemen (karls), ang
slaves (thralls),
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