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Kings"is the name we give to people living in Scandinavia
between about 1,200 and 900 yeass ago. They were the ancestors of today,
Daies, Swedes, Norwegians, and Leelanders. The Vikings were related 1o
otherpeoples tiving to the south. in Germany, and to those Anglo-Saxon,
e tld in England,Some non-Vking peoples—ancestors o today
‘Sami~lived in Scandinavia, t00. 2
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sometimes these raiders from afar we!
red a similar background and way of life, but there yyy,

foreigners. All Vikings sha:
probably local differences in their customs or what they wore.

own as “Northmen” or “Danes,” or
re called pirates, pagans (non-Christians) ,,
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Despite speaking differently in different parts, they all used the
same language called Old Norse. Over the centuries, as Vikings
invaded and settled in other parts of Europe, Old Norse developed
 into some of the languages spoken in northern Europe today,
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All Vikings shared a
similar way of lite and
were greal crafismen

and warfiors.
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The name “Viking" may once have been
linked to a part of the Norwegian coast
known as Viken, but it soon became
used to describe a pirate way of lite.

Vikings often attacked other people 1o get mare lang or

steal possessions. The word “Vikingr™ meant going o1t

on a voyage o raid. "Vikingar” (Vikings) could refer

fo those people taking part in a raid
e .





