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Using Standard English

‘Standard English is formal English which you should always try to use i your written work.

Non-Standard English is a more informal type of English which you can use when you are
speaking to you friends, or when you are wrting dialogue.

The United Kingdom has arich landscape of regional dialects. But n regional dialects words are
often used that are not understood across the country,or elements of grammar are atered that
donot conform to rules of Standard English. There s nothing wrong with regional dialects, but it
isimportant that you can mae the distinction.

In the Second World War children were often evacuated far from home
and the way they spoke was quite different fo their host families. Can you
match the regional expressions (that come from across the country) fo their
Standard English equivalent?

© Hes gotaright cob on. You're making a mess of that.

@ stop skrikin'ar kid. Think about t.

© Were there owt else? Who's making a pot of tea?

© Tha's mekkia reet pigs ear o' that. He'sina very bad mood.

@ iftha wants owt doin'reet, doiit thissen. Iwon't say anything.

© hawinnet say nowt. Yougetonmy nerves.

@ Hoo'sya fettle? Stop crying, brother (or sister).

@ Use yourloat. Idon‘t know.

@ Youget on mywick. Was there anything else?

© Who's mashing? Myou want something doing properly;
doityourself.

© uitya belly-aching How are you?

@ Ahdinnae ken. Stop moaning.
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Do you know what regions they come from? Write the numbers of the
expressions next o the different regions.

© scotiand O Yorshire

@ North-West © widiands

© North-ast ... - O South-East e
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Identifying the subject and object in a sentence

Mostsentences are made up of a subject and an object.
The subject of the sentenceis the person or thing doing the action.

The obijectis the person or thing having the action done to’t.

The subjectnormally comes firtin a sentence. The object usually comes second inthe sentence,
after the verb,

Many people feared a German attack.
subject verb object

Underline the subject in the following sentences. (Hint: one sentence has
several subjects)

The Home Guard
@ OnFriday May 10th, German soldiersattacked Belgium and the Netherlands.
@ The Government was worried Britain would be attacked next. =
@ Biiish troops were fighting in mainland Europe. *
© They needed men to protect Britain. P
© Anurgent appeatvas brosdaston the rac
(@ They asked for men to join the Local Defence Volunteers (The Home Guard).
@ Overone millon men volunteerettojointhe Home Guar,
@ Farmworkers,bakers teachers grocers bank taff,transport workers ined te Horme Guard.

@ Men who were too young or too old joined too.

Underline the object in the following sentences.
than one object)
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@ Atthe beginning, they had no uniforms and ltte equipment.
@ They had to use pkes instead of ifles.

@ The public donated weapons fo them to use.

© The Home Guard defended factories, beaches and sea fronts.

@ Atnight,they patrolled ields in which enemy paratroopers could land.

© They couldnt beat well-traned German soldiers.

@ Butthey could slow the soldiers down il help arived.

@ The Germans didn't invade Britain.

@ The Home Guard's main job was to capture German airmen whose planes had been shot down.

Have you seen Dad's Army - a comedy programme about the Home Guard?




