Geography – Viking or Anglo-Saxon place names[image: ]


Re-cap – Quiz – What can you remember about the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons?

1. Which countries did the Anglo-Saxons come from?
2. Which 3 groups of people made up the Anglo-Saxons?
3. Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade Britain?
4. How do we know that the Anglo-Saxons were here in Britain? What evidence is there?
5. Which countries did the Vikings come from?
6. Why did the Vikings raid Britain?


Anglo-Saxon and Viking Place Names in Britain
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _GoBack]When the Vikings came to Britain, they named some of the places too. This is how we know where the Vikings were – they left the place names behind.
[image: ]
Look at the table below. Some of the endings of the Viking place names give the places a meaning. 

[image: ]

Your Task
Have a look at the map of the area around York. York is the main place where the Vikings settled. Identify place names around that area that you think the Vikings or Anglo-Saxons named. Look for the endings of words mentioned in the table above. 
e.g. Bishopthorpe  - Thorpe means settlement. 

How many places can you find? What does the place name mean?
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Anglo-Saxons named some of the places in Britain when they moved here - Some of the place names
are still used today! (Some were changed by the Vikings though!!)

Names that tell the tribes

The first Anglo Saxon Villages were often named after the Chieftain (Leader of the village). This made it clear which tribe the village
belonged to. These places often have the letters 'ing' of 'folk' somewhere in their name, often at the end. The first part of the name
was most likely to have been the name of the local chieftain.

The people who lived in the 'village' of Hastings were 'Haesta's people'.
Haesta was the chieftain.

The people who lived in the 'village' of Reading were 'Redda's people'.
Redda was the chieftain .

Names that tell the Landscape
Later Anglo Saxon villages were named after a feature in their surroundings rather than the name of the chieftain.

Oxford got its name because it was a place where oxen were driven across a ford in a river.
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barrow wood Barrow-in-Furness

bury fortified place Banbury
Shaftesbury

ford shallow river crossing Stamford

ham village Birmingham

hamm enclosure within the bend of a river' Southhampton

(a different way of spelling of ham) Buckingham

hurst wooden hill Staplehurst
Chislehurst

leigh / lee / ley forest clearing Henley

mer /mar /mere lake Cromer

ney island

port market town Bridport

stead /sted place Stanstead

stow / stowe meeting place Stowmarket

holy place Padstow

ton / tun enclosed village / farmstead / manor Tonbridge
Alton
Luton

wick / wich Produce of a farm Greenwich (fields)

Woolwich (sheep)
Butterwick (dairy)
Chiswick (cheese)
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Vikings settled all across the country, but the densest population was found in
Yorkshire, where they had their capital city, and it is here where we see more Viking
place names than anywhere else.
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- -thorpe: secondary settlement (but in the Midlands could by Old English Throp
meaning settlement). Example Copmanthorpe
- -thwaite: originally thveit, woodland clearing. Example Slaithwaite (Huddersfield)
« -toft: site of a house or building. Example Lowestoft, Langtoft

« -keld: spring. Example Threkeld
- -ness: promontory or headland. Note: Sheerness is Old English; Inverness is Gaelic
(meaning mouth), Skegness is Old Norse
- -by: farmstead, village, settlement. Example Selby, Whitby
- -kirk: originally kirkja, meaning church. Example Ormskir!

Whereas the ends of names can still suggest that a place has Viking history, with
suffixes such as: -thorpe, -by, -thwaite, and -kirk to name a few. A thorpe was an
outlying farmstead, one that probably relied on a larger settlement nearby for
protection. Thwaite comes from the Norse thveit, meaning a clearing or meadow. By
far the most common is -by which means farmstead or village.





