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Life in the village

Life at Skara Brae would have been busy. Running the
farms and fishing would have taken up most of the
people’s time. If they had simple lamps they would have
been fuelled with animal fat, so would not be very bright.
In Orkney, the days are very long at midsummer but very

short at midwinter, so the people would have spent a lot
of wintertime in darkness.

Archaeologists are not sure whot these carvings mean.
< They might have just been for decoration.
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The houses seem to have been well taken care of. The
people made deep scratches or carvings on some of the
walls and furniture. This may have been for decoration

It is possible that the paint found at Skara Brae wos also

used to decorate the walls.
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Medicine

he people of Skara Brae were able to treat the

injuries. They will have been able to use plants as medicine
Archaeologists found a large amount of dried puffballs at the
ste. Puffballs are found in rough ground and are related to
mushrooms. The inside of a puffball mushroom looks a bit like

cotton wool. It can be used to stop bleeding and treat cuts.

Games and music

We cannot be sure if the people of Skara Brae played games,
but @ number of carved animal knucklebones have been found.
These may have been used for playing games, but they could

also have been used for religious uses. A piece of carved bone

was found at the site. Archaeologists think that this may have
been some kind of flute or musical instrument.

Puffballs, like
these, were

used to treat
bleeding.
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Community

No weapons have been found at the Skara Brae site.
There is also no sign of any kind of defensive wall or
ditch around the village. This could possibly show that the

people did not live in fear of an attack. However, we will
never know this for sure.

The people of Skara Brae probably had @ strong sense of
community, as they lived together very closely. They would
have hunted, farmed and spent time with people in their
own village and also those from nearby villages.

The Marketplace

The people of Skara Brae paved an area with flat stones.
The area has been called the Marketplace. However,
there is no evidence to show that it was actually a market.
It is likely that this would have been a gathering place for
people to meet.
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One of the buildings at Skara Brae has been called the
Workshop. It does not have @ dresser
buildings, but it does have
buildin¢

or beds like the other
a large hearth. The floor of this
g was covered with small bits of chert. Chert is a
stone found on Orkney that is like flint. The peol

Brae used chert to make tools. Th
Workshop sh

ple of Skara
e amount of chert found in
ows us that this was probably a tool workshop-

Wworkshop

The Workshop is a larger building than the houses
and was built at a later date. It may have been
built so that the people had somewhere to work
together outside their homes. It was not built into
the midden like the houses and has thicker walls.
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