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The period before the Romans arrived in Britain is known as the Iron
Age. The people who lived here — the Celts — had learnt how to make
tools and weapons out of iron, which meant that farming was easier and
warfare was even more dangerous. The Celts began to live together in
larger settlements so that people with different skills — potters, weavers,
carpenters and blacksmiths — could all contribute to the smooth working
of the village. To protect themselves, they built well-defended enclosures
of ditches and walls which have become known as hill forts, even though
they are not all on hills. Their earthworks can still be seen in many sites
across the UK today.
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1. ... they built well-defended enclosures
What does the word ‘enclosure’ mean? Tick one.

iron weapon foreign invader

deep moat fenced area

2. Why is the term *hill forts’ not a totally accurate description of their settlements?

3. What evidence of hill forts can still be seen today?





