
Sexual Abuse- Response to the government paper 

At the Academy St James we have read and looked at the government paper of sexual abuse and 

have discussed a number of things as a Safeguarding Team. The key issues have been around: 

1. Consent- in all its forms and how we ensure that children at all ages in our school (2-11) understand 

what this is. 

2. How we tackle key concepts brought out in the report in our curriculum and throughout the school 

day. 

3. How we work with wider agencies to support our children and families 

We have used the report and the NSPCC report to put this together. 

Safeguarding and the Curriculum 

 Wellbeing committee and mental health champion enables better links between safeguarding into 

the curriculum 

 Our RSE curriculum has been developed to ensure that pupils in KS1 and KS2 receive a good 

curriculum which not only focuses relationships sex education looking at what consent us in all its 

form. For example in KS1 we use the resource PANTS which helps us support the message that: 

Privates are private. Always remember your body belongs to you. No means no. Talk about secrets that 

upset you 

 We have reviewed our core books that we teach and looked at how these can provide opportunities 

for discussion (e.g in Goodnight Mr Tom where there is domestic abuse) 

 Our PSHE curriculum is also mapped to ensure progression and the issues around consent are also 

intertwined in here. For example in our discussion of a democracy we talk a lot about rights and the 

UN conventions.  

 Our Curriculum leader has supported this process and has worked with our PSHE and RSE team to 

ensure this is delivered. CPD on the report will be also used in all our CPD sessions from now on with a 

an approach of it being at the heart of our approach to keeping our pupils safe. 

Multi-agency Safeguarding Arrangements 

 Multi agency working in Bradford is inconsistent – there are some examples of excellent partnership 

working but unfortunately there are also times when this doesn’t work very well and communication 

can be poor. 

 The Early Help and Prevention work is getting better especially with the introduction of Early Help 

Co-Ordinators and the new Early Help Assessment process. 

Victims voice and reporting 

 We have a strong pastoral emphasis across school and children know that they can talk to adults if 

they need help and support 

 We have a number of trained children’s Mental Health First Aiders in school  

 As part of the annual safeguarding training staff know how to handle disclosures, how to talk to 

children and how the log and report concerns. 

 Dedicated safeguarding team who can talk to children and know how to make the appropriate 

action and referrals – ie CSC referral, CSE Risk Assessment. 

 Staff training is constantly reviewed and updated 

 Although appropriate referrals are made by schools there are long waiting lists for specialised 

support services in Bradford. 

Our current Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy has been updated in-line with statutory guidance and KCSIE 

2021.  This policy is reviewed and updated annually but also throughout the year to reflect any updated guidance. 

We have also linked the new updates into our training for staff. 



As a school we have used our core values of community, peace, respect, forgiveness, courage and trust to link our 

response to. Our children understand this and linked to our 5 ways of being this has been the foundation of the 

response to the report.  
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